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MEDIA RELEASE


BAY ISLANDS BILL MOVE A KNEEJERK REACTION 
A BILL currently before Queensland Parliament is a potentially damaging kneejerk reaction to a recent Land Court decision to pay compensation to a Russell Island landowner, according to leading independent property valuer Iain Herriot.

The Southern Moreton Bay Islands Development Entitlements Protection Bill 2004
had its first reading in State Parliament on August 17, less than one month after the Land Court decided to award more than $80,000 in compensation to Ipswich pensioner Mike Atkin.

It would move to give hundreds of landowners on Russell, Macleay, Lamb and Karragarra islands 10 years to build or they will lose their development rights when the area is rezoned for conservation.

“This is hasty and poorly drafted reactionary legislation, that on the face of it is a kneejerk reaction to the legal floodgates that were opened by the Atkin decision,” Mr Herriot said.

“Whilst earlier sections of the Bill clearly intend to support Redland Shire Council’s attempts of integration and acceptance of the Southern Moreton Bay Island’s Strategy Plan, the latter sections are a poor attempt to sidestep and closet the effects of the Atkin decision.”

Mr Herriot called on Premier Peter Beattie to intervene immediately.

“The Premier would be well served to have a good hard look at this Bill because it stands to alienate the Labor Government’s primary constituents – working class mums and dads who thought they were buying a future investing on Russell Island,” Mr Herriot said.
“This Bill needs to be sent back for redrafting and some heed must be paid to Land Law and Riparian Law.

“I suggest the Acquisition of Land Act and the Queensland Local Government Act are revisited in redrafting this legislation, with a view to ensuring that land owners in the Southern Moreton Bay Islands are rightfully and lawfully compensated for their land.

“For the past eight years Bay Island landowners have been getting a raw deal – they have been improperly and unlawfully dealt with by the Redland Shire Council and the State Government must put an end to this today.”
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