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VICTORY FOR ATKIN SETS LEGAL PRECIDENT
Today’s decision in the Land Court to award compensation to Ipswich pensioner Mike Atkin over the Redland Shire Council’s resumption of his land on Russell Island was a win for the battler, according to senior partner Geoff Horne.

“We took this case on a speculative basis, prepared to waive our fees if we were unsuccessful because we believed so strongly Mike Atkin had been wronged,” Mr Horne said.

“Today all of our blood sweat and tears over the past two years has paid off and now the Redland Shire Council will have to look long and hard at the legal minefield this case will open.

“This is the first Russell Island land case of its kind through the Land Court and now we have a judgement in favour of the landowner it means many others in the same situation may reconsider their legal position.

“It may sound odd but Mike Atkin is the Erin Brokovich of the 30 year Russell Island land saga .. this case will make all the difference.”

Mr Atkin said he was delighted with the result.

“This is one for all the pensioners and all the little guys.  You can win against the Council if you’re prepared to fight,” he said.

“I still won’t be getting my land back and I won’t be able to build my retirement dream home on Russell Island but I now have justice.

“This wouldn’t have been possible if McLaughlin’s Solicitors didn’t take my case on and if people like Iain Herriot from Herriots, who’s valuation of my land was a crucial part of the case, didn’t stand beside me during this fight.”

Contact:  Geoff Horne, McLaughlins Solicitors 0403 333 486   
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